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    22 August 2003

MEMORANDUM FOR Record

SUBJECT:  470th Military Intelligence Group Unit History

1.  The history of the 470th Military Intelligence Group follows a long course of growth and decline in Panama spanning over seventy years.  The unit was first organized as a Counterintelligence Detachment to centralize counterintelligence assets for the protection of the Panama Canal in 1922.  On 12 July 1944, the detachment was formally activated at Quarry Heights, and was known as the 470th Counterintelligence Corps Detachment.  On 25 July 1949, the detachment was relocated to Fort Amador and in 1958 was redesignated the Security Service Detachment.  On 25 July 1961 it was redesignated as the 470th Intelligence Corps Detachment, which was reorganized and redesignated on 14 September 1964 as the 470th Intelligence Corps Group.  On 15 October 1966, it was redesignated as the 470th Military Intelligence Group, and on 9 October 1987, the 470th became a brigade.

2.  While the 470th was a group, it came under the United States Army Intelligence and Security Command (INSCOM) and under the provisions of the Carter-Torrijos Panama Canal Treaty the group moved from Fort Amador to Corozal, Panama, where it remained until its formal inactivation on 15 October 1997.

3.  Through the years, the 470th Brigade grew to encompass four battalions.  During the height of its activities from 1986 to 1995, the brigade conducted counterinsurgency, counterdrug, force protection, counterintelligence, counterespionage, counterterrorist operations, Operations Other Than War (OOTW), and combat operations during JUST CAUSE-the stabilization of the Republic of Panama.

4.  The battalions conducted multidisciplined intelligence collection:


a.  The 746th Military Intelligence Battalion (746th MI BN) located on the Pacific side of the isthmus at Corozal conducted overt human intelligence (HUMINT) source operations, exploited theater and national level imagery, provided theater-wide counterintelligence support to include counterespionage investigations.  It also conducted low-level source operations (LLSO), personnel security investigations, technical surveillance countermeasures, counterterrorist assistance and counter-Signals Intelligence (SIGINT) analysis.
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b.  The 747th Military Intelligence Battalion (747th MI BN) located on the Atlantic side of the isthmus at Galeta Island was one of nine INSCOM cryptologic Field Stations.  It was a tenant of the Naval Security Group Activity (NSGA)-Galeta and was supported by the Navy under an interservice support agreement.  The 747th provided communications support to United States forces, which entailed rapid and secure communications and the monitoring of U.S. Army transmission security practices.  This unit was awarded a campaign streamer for operations during JUST CAUSE.  It was the first time in history a unit of this kind was awarded a campaign streamer.


c.  The 29th Military Intelligence Battalion (Combat Electronic Warfare and Intelligence) (29th MI BN (CEWI)) also located on the Atlantic isthmus at Fort Davis, provided Intelligence/Electronic Warfare support to USARSO and augmented the national collection effort in the region.  This battalion provided near real time tactical intelligence to Joint Task Force Panama during the crisis leading up to JUST CAUSE and to Joint Task Force South during combat operations.


d.  The Military Intelligence Battalion (Low Intensity) (MIBN(LI)) conducted aerial signals and imagery intelligence in support of the United States Southern Command (SOCOM) and responded to national level taskings.  The battalion was originally headquartered in the center of Honduras, at Soto Cano Air Base (Previously named Palmerola Air Base).  This battalion not only operated two companies of different types of aircraft but also had a company of eight blue water ships with tethered aerostats operating in the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans, the Caribbean Sea and the Gulf of Mexico conducting counterinsurgency and counterdrug operations and acted as a test bed for new emerging technical intelligence collection sensors.

5.  Beginning in 1993, the 470th began to downsize to comply with the Panama Canal Treaty Implementation Plan mandated by the Carter-Torrejos Panama Canal Treaty.  From October 1993 to December 1994, the 470th Brigade dropped from 1509 to 681 personnel.  The target date for inactivation was to be October 1998, but the Commander-in-Chief SOCOM, decided to move the date forward to October 1997, when it became part of the 513th Military Intelligence Brigade, Headquartered at Ft. Gordon, Georgia.

6.  Under the guidance of the Commander of the 470th, the brigade continued to conduct intelligence missions required by SOCOM and USARSO in a reduced tempo.  The missions were performed as the unit downsized so as not to suddenly leave the theater without intelligence support.  By the 1st of January 1997, the 470th was down to 251 personnel and structured its dwindling force to best meet mission requirements from supported commands.
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7.  During the closing months of the existence of the 470th Brigade, the Collection and Exploitation Company became Delta Company (Forward), 202nd Military Intelligence Battalion, 513th Military Intelligence Brigade.  This sixty-nine soldier company, whose battalion and brigade headquarters were at Ft. Gordon, Georgia, remained in Panama providing force protection and counter intelligence support to the Commanding General, USARSO and the Commander-in-Chief SOCOM.

8.  Delta Company (Forward), later located at Fort Buchanan, Puerto Rico, formed the nucleus of the 470th Military Intelligence Group when it was reactivated under INSCOM on 16 October 2002 as an interim step prior to standing up a Theater Intelligence Group.  In July 2003, the new organization was provided 2 battalions; the 314th Military Intelligence Battalion at Fort Sam Houston, formerly belonging to the 116th Military Intelligence Group and the 204th Military Intelligence Battalion (Aerial Exploitation) at Fort Bliss, formerly belonging to the 513th Military Intelligence Brigade.

9.  Questions may be directed to the 470th Military Intelligence Group Adjutant.
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